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To the Right Honourable 


ANNE, and ELIZABETH, 


Dowager Counteſles of 


ROCHESTER. 


Right Honourable, 
FEANBROUR Ladiſh? 
& & cannot think 
4 Y | apa» , _ 5 myſelt 

ewe r 5 for belides the great 
A hurry and diſorder — AY 
in upon the loſs of ſuch a Patron as my 
Lord, I am ſufficiently conſcious how 
unfit I am to appear in public, eſpecially 
upon ſuch a nice and great Subject. As 
His Lordſhip's particular Commands 
brought me to the Pulpit, ſo Yours 
only have brought me to the Preſs. And 
therefore I hope, whatever Uſagayghe 
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— — 


— 


rere 
following Diſcourſe may meet with 
abroad, I ſhall always find a ſhelter in 
Your Ladiſhips Favours: and the ra- 
ther, becauſe You can, both of You, 
largely atteſt the Truth of moſt of the 
remarkable Occurrences that I have 
taken notice of during his Lordſhip's 
Penitential Sickneſs. I ſhall add nothing 
more, but wiſh You may never forget 
the Goodneſs of Almighty God, who 
(through this whole melancholy Scene) 
Has ſignalized his good Providence to 
You both : and that You may ever live 
under the ſpecial Protection thereof, is 
the conſtant Prayer of, 


Your Honours moſt Faithful, and 


Mgt Obedient Humble Servant, 


— 


rh 
St LUKE xv. 7. 


J unto you, that likewiſe joy ſball be 
in beaven over one ſinner that repent- 
eth, more than over ninety and nine juſt 
per ſons that need no repentance, 


nF ever there were a Subject that 
A might deſerve and Exhauſt all the 
7 F S Treaſures of religious Eloquence 
in the Deſcription of fo great a 
De Man, and fo great a . as 
now lies before us; together with the Won- 
7 ders of the Divine Goodneſs, in making him 
as great a Penitent; I think the preſent Oc- 
caſion-affords one as remarkable as any Place 

or. Age can produce. 
IxDEED. fo great and full of Matter it is, 
4, that it is too big to come out of my Mouth, 
and perhaps not all of it fit or needful fo 
to do. The greatnefs of his Parts are well 
enough known, and of his Sins too well, in 
the World; and neither my Capacity, nor 
Experience, nor my Profeſſion, will allow 
ns. me to be fo proper a Judge, either of the 
od | one 
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one or the other. Only as God has been 
pleaſed to make me a long while a ſad Specta- 
tor, and a ſecret Mourner for bis Sins; fo has 
de at Jaſt graciouſly heard the Prayers of 
his neareſt Relations, and true Friends, for 
his Converſion and Repentance : and it is the 
good Tidings of that eſpecially, which God 
has done for his Soul, that I am now to 
publiſh and tell abroad to the World, not only 
by the Obligations of mine Office, in which 
I bad the honour to be a weak Miniſter to it, 
but by his own expreſs and dying Commands, 
N o w although, to deſcribe this worthily, 
would require a Wit equa] to that with 
which he lived, and a Devotion too, equal 
to that with which he died, and to match 
either will be a very hard Taſk; yet beſides 
that I am not ſufficient for theſe Things, (for 
who is?) and that my Thoughts have been 
rather privately buſied to ſecure a real Ne- 
pentance to himſelf, whilſt living, than to 
ubliſh it abroad to others in an artificial 
Dreſs after he is dead; I ſay, beſides all this, 
I think I ſhall have leſs need to call in the 
Aids of ſecular Eloquence. The proper 
Habit of Repentance is not fine Linnen, or 
any delicate Array, ſuch as are uſed in the 
Court or Kings Houſes, but Sackcloth and 
Aſhes: And the Way which God Almighty 


takes to convey it, is net by the Words of 


Man's Wiſdom, but by the plainneſs of his 
written Word, affiſted by the inward Power 
and Demen/tration of the Spirit: and the Ef- 
| fects 


wed df 5 po mc we 
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n I feAts it works, and by which it diſcovers it- 
. ſelf, are not any raptures of Wit and Fancy, 
but the moſt humble proſtrations both of Soul 
\f and Spirit, and the captivating all human 
r [maginations to the Obedience of a deſpiſed 
e Religion, and a crucified Saviour. = 
1d AND it is in this Array, I intend to bring 
o out this Penitent to you; an Array which | 
ly Im ſure he more valued, and deſited to ap- 
eh I Par in, both to God and the World, than 
in all the Triumphs of Wit and Galantry : 
And therefore (waving all thefe Rhetorical 
Flouriſhes, as beneath the Solemnity of the 
4 Occaſion, and the Majeſty of that great and 
weighty Truth I am now to deliver) I ſhall 
ch | content myſelf with the Office of a plain 
Hiftorian, to relate faithfully and impartially 
what I ſaw and heard; eſpecially during bis 
Penitential Sorrows; which if all that hear me 
le. is Day had been Spectators of, there would 

to Wen have been no need of a Sermon to con- 
al Vince Men, but every Man would have been 
* as much a Preacher to himſelf of this Truth, 
= as I am, except theſe Sorrows : And yet even 

or | theſe Sorrows ſhould be turned into Joys 
P Joo, if we would only do what we pray for, 
he | that the Willi of Cd may be dine in Harth, 
and t it is in Heaven: for ſo our bleſſed Lord 
aſſures us; I ſay wnto you, that likewiſe joy 
; of ſhall bs in heaven over one ſinner that repenteth,, 
his &. From which 1 ſhall conſider, 


Ef. | 2 & 8 Foft, 


Y 
** 
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Fi, T ne Sinner particularly that is 
before us. | | 
= | Secondly, THE Repentance of this Sinner, 

1 together with the Means, the Time, 
and all probable Sincerity of it. 

Thirdly, Tre Joy that is in Heaven, and 
ſhould be on Earth, for the Repentance 
of this Sinner. | 

1 , Faurthly, ThE comparative greatneſs and 
ll pre-eminence of this Joy, on the Ac- 
! count of his Example, that is, and 
'* ſhould be for the Repentance of this 
Sinner, more than for the conſtant and 
uniform virtuouſneſs of any good Liver ; 
which will naturally lead me to my 
Fifth and laſt particular, To a ſpecial Ad- 
dreſs or Application to all that hear 
me; that they would all join in this 

Joy, in Praiſe and Thanksgivings to 

God for the Converſion of this Sinner; 
and if there be any that have been like 
him in their Sins, that they would alſo 
ſpeedily imitate: him in their Repent- I b. 
ance. | we 


ws P£A AM, wo ww feds at 
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Anp Fi, Let us confider the Perſon it 
before us, as he was certainly a great Sinner, th 
But becauſe Man was upright before he was ig 
a Sinner, and to meaſure the Greatneſs of R 
his Fall, it will be neceſſary to take a view || ſe 
of that Height from which he fell; give me 


leave to go back a little to look into the 
Rock 
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Rock from which he was hewn, the Quality, 
Family, Education, and Perſonal Accom- 
pliſhments of this great Man, In doing of 
which, I think no Man will charge me with 
any Deſign of cuſtomary Flattery or Forma- 
lity z ſince I intend only thereby to ſhew the. 
greatneſs and unhappineſs of his Folly, in the- 
perverting ſo many excellent Abilities and Ad-- 
vantages ior Virtue and Piety into the Service of 
Sin, and ſo becoming a more univerſal, inſi- 
nuating, and prevailing Example of it. 

As for his Family, on both fides, from 
which he was deſcended, they were ſome 
of the moſt famous in their Generations, His 
Grandfather was that excellent and truly 
great Man, CHARLES Lord WIL Mor, Vit- 
count Athlone in Ireland. HENRY his Fa- 
ther, who inherited. the ſame Title and 
Greatneſs, was by, his late Majeſty King. 
CHARLES I. created Baron of Adderbury 
in Oxfordſhire, , and. by his prelent Majeſty, 
Earl of Rocheſter. He was a Man of tignal 
Loyalty, and Integrity indeed; and of ſuch: 
Courage and Conduct in Military Affairs, as- 
became a great General. But my Endea- 
vours of this Kind are ſuperſeded, though L 
had time, by my want of Abilities to declare 
it worthily, as well as by the notoriety of 
theſe Severals; and that Perſon mult be very 
ignorant of the late Tranſactions in the three 
Kingdoms, and the Misfortunes of our pre- 
ſent King, who underſtands not the Service 
and Value of that eminent. Subject. His 

; A.5 | Mother-. 
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Mother (of whom I might ſpeak great and 
worthy Things, were it not that 1 avoid the 
Imputation of Flattery) was the Reli& of Sir 
Francis HENRY LEE, of Ditchly in the 
County of Oxford, Baronet, - Grandmother 
to the preſent Right Honourable Earl of 
Litchfield, and the — of that Generous 
and Honourable Gentleman Sir JohN St 
Jonxs of Lyddiard, in the County of Wilts, 

Baronet, whoſe Family was ſo remarkable 
for Loyalty, that ſeveral of his Sons willingly 
offered themſelves in the Day of Battle, and 
died for it; and whilſt the Memory of the 
Engliſh or Iriſh Rebellion laſts, that Family 
cannot want a due Veneration in the Minds 
of any Perſon, that loves either God or the 

King. 

As for his Edueation, it was in Vadbam 
College in Oxford, under the Care of that 
wiſe and excellent Governor Dr BLanp- 
FORD, the late Right Reverend Biſhop of 
Morcoſter; there it was that he laid a good 
Foundation of Learning and Study, though 

de afterwards built upon that Foundation 
Hay and Stubble. There he firſt ſucked 
from the Breaſt of his Mother the Univerſity, 
thoſe Perfections of Wit, and Eloquence, and 
Poetry, which afterwards by his own corrupt 
Stomach, or ſome ill Juices, were turned into 
Poiſon to himſelf and others; which certainly 
can be no more a blemiſh to thoſe illuſtrious 
Seminaries of Piety and good Learning, than 
a diſobedient Child is to a wiſe and virtuous 

2 | Father, 


— a 
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Father, or the Fall of Man to the Excelleney 
of Paradiſe. 

HIS Quality I ſhall take no Notice of 
there being fo much of what was excellent 
and extraordinary in this great Perſon, that 
I have no room for any Thing that is com- 
us mon to him with others, | 
St HE had a Wit fo rare and fruitful in its, 
ts, Invention, and withal ſo choice and delicate in 
ble its Judgment, that there is nothing wanting 
zly ia his Compoſures te give a full Anſwer to 
nd that Queſtion, I bat and where Wit is ex- 
the I cept the Purity and Choice of Subject. For 
ily ¶ bad ſuch excellent Seeds but fallen | upon 
1ds Ground, and inſtead of pitching upon a Beaſt 
the or a Luft, been raiſed up on high, to celes 

iff drate the "Myſteries of the Divine Love, in 
am Palms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; L 
hat i perſuade myſelf, we might by this time have 
-D- & received from his Pen as excellent an Idea 

of of Divine P under the Goſpel, uſeful ta 
204 the teaching of Virtue, eſpecially in this 
gh Generation, as his profane Verſes have been 
ion to deſtroy it. And I am confident, had God 
ked I ſpared him a longer Life, this would have been 
ity, the whole Buſineſs of it, as I know it was tha 
and Vow and Purpoſe of his Sickneſs. 
upt H1s natural Talent was excellent, but he 
nto had hugely improved it by Learning and In- 
nly oy „being thoroughly any with all 
laffic p ramp a Greek and Latin; 
han — very rare, if not peculiar to him, 
ous || among thaſe of * which yet he uſed: 
her, not 
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rot as other Poets have done, to tranſlate or 


ſteal from them, but rather to better and im- 


prove them by his own natural Fancy. 

His other perlonal Accompliſhments in all 
the Perfections of a Gentleman, for the Court 
or the Country, wheregf he was known by 
all Men to be a very great Mafter, is no part 


of my Buſineſs to deſcribe or underſtand N 


and whatever they were in themſelves, I a 
ſure they were but miſerable Comforters to 
him, ſince they only miniſtered to his Sins, 
and made his Example the more fatal and 
dangerous ; for ſo we may own (nay I am 
obliged by him not to hide, but to ſhew 
the Rocks, which others may avoid) that he 
was once one of the greateſt of Sinners, 
A truly none but one fo great in Parts 
could be ſo; as the chiefeſt of the Angels 


for Knowledge and Power became moſt dan- 


gerous. His Sins were like his Parts, (for 


from them corrupted they ſprang) all of 


them high and extraordinary, He ſeemed 
to affect ſomething fingular and paradoxical in 


mis Impieties, as well as in his Writings, above 


the Reach and Thought of other Men; taking 
as much Pains to draw others in, and to per- 
vert the right Ways of Virtue, as the Apoſtles 
and Primitive Saints did, to ſave their Souls, 
and them that heard them. For this was the 
heightning and amazing Circumſtance of his 
Sias, that he was ſo diligent and induſtrious 
to recommend and propagate them; not like 
thoſe of old that hated the Light; but thoſe 

Y the 
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the Prophet menions, 1/a. iii, 9. ho declare 
their Sin as Sodom and hide it not, that take 
it upon their Shoulders, and bind it to them as a 
Crown ; framing Arguments for Sin, making 
Proſelytes to it, and writing Panegyricks upon 
Vice; ſinging Praiſes to the great Enemy of 
God, and caſting down Coronets and Crowns. 
before his Throne. | 

Nay ſo confirmed was he in Sin, that. 


to he lived, and oftentimes almoſt died, a Ma- 
ns, tyr for it. God was pleaſed ſometimes to 
and WE puniſh him with the Effects of his Folly, yet 
am till now (he confeſſed) they had no Power to 
ew melt him into true Repentang ; or if at any time 


he had ſome Jucid Intervals from his Folly 
and Madneſs, yet, alas! how ſhort and tran- 
arts fitory were they? All that Goodneſs was but as 
gels 4 Morning Cloud, and as the early Dew which 
an- vaniſhes away ; he till returned to the ſame 
(for © excels of Riot, and that with ſo much the 
| of more greedineſs, the longer he had faſted 
med from it, | 

al in AN p yet even this deſperate Sinner, that 
dove one would think had made @ covenant with 
king Death, and was at an agreement with Hell, 
per- and juſt upon the Brink of both; God, to 
ſtles | magnify the Riches of Grace and Mercy, 
ouls, was pleaſed to ſnatch as a Brand out of the 
the Fire. As St PauL, though before 4 bla 
his phemer, a perſecutor, and injurious, yet ab- 
rious ¶ tained mercy, that in him Chri/t Jeſus migbi 
like few forth all long ſuſfering, for a pattern 10 
tholefl them that ſhould bereafter believe en him t 
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 everlaſling life, 1 Tim. i. 13, 16. ſo God | 


ſtruck him to the Ground as it were by a 
Light from Heaven, and a Voice of Thunder 
round about him. Inſomuch that now the 
Scales fall from off his Eyes, as they did 
from St PavuL's; his ſtony Heart was opened, 
and the Streams of Tears guſhed out, the 
bitter but wholefom Tears of true Repent- 
ance, : 8 
AND that this may appear to be ſo, I think 
it neceflary to account tor theſe three Things; 


J. For the Means of it; that it was not 
barely the Effect of Sickneſs, or the Fear of 
Death; but the Hand of God alſo working 
in them, and by them, manifeſtly. 

II. For the Time of it: that though it 
was a Death-bed Repentance, and therefore 
full of Danger, and the utmoſt Hazard; yet 
was it not impoſſible to be true, nor abſo- 


" lutely deſperate. 
ut. 


Fon the Sincerity of it: that what 
was thus poſſible to be good and true, pro- 
bably was ſo; which, though none but God 
that ſees the Heart, can tell certainly, yet 
Man even alſo may and ought to believe it ; 
not only in the Judgment of Charity, but of 
moral Juſtice, from all evident Signs of it, 
which were poflible to be given by one in his 
Condition. 


AND firſt for the Means or Method of it, 
That which prepared the Way for it was a 
hah ſharp 
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harp and painful Sickneſs, with which God 
Was pleaſed to viſit him; the Way which 
the Almighty takes to reduce the wander- 


he {Wing Sinner to the Knowledge of God, and of 
id Whimſelf : I will be unto Ephraim as & lion, and 
d, Ws a young lion unto the houſe of Fudah; I, even 


will tear and go away, and none ſhall relieve 
him, I will go, and return to my place, till 
they acknowledge their offence, and ſeek my 
ace ; and in their affliftion they will ſeek me 
early, Hoſ. v. 14, 15. 

AND though to forſake our Sins then, 
when we can no longer enjoy them, ſeems 
to be rather the Effect of Impotency and 
Neceſſity, than of Choice, and ſo not ſo 
acceptable or praiſe-worthy ; yet we find God 


h it MAlmighty often uſes the one to bring about the 
fore Mother; and improves a forced abſtinence 
yet {from Sin, into a ſettled loathing, and a true 


deteſtation of it; of which I ſhall give two 
noted Inſtances. The firſt out of the Old 
Teſtament, in the famous Caſe of Manaſſeh, 
2 Chron, xxxiii. (the neareſt Parallel that I 
can find, both to the Sin and Repentance 
yet of the Perſon before us;) when he did that 
it; which was evil in the fight of the Lord, more 
at of {than all the kings of Fudah before him, and 
f it, bad made Fudah, and all the inhabitants 
a his ¶ Jeruſalem to err, and do worſe than the Heathen, 
whom the Lord had defiroyed before them; yet 
we ſee God made uſe even of this Way to 
of it, reduce him to true Repentance; for we read 
was a at the xith verſe of this Chapter, Yherefore 
ſharp the Lord brought upon them the captains 0 — 


— 


hoſt of the king of Aria, which took Mana 


unto him ; and be was entreated. of him, aud 


It was meet that we ſhould make merry and be 
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among the thorns, and baund him with fetters, if 
and carried him to Babylon; and it follows in if 
the next verſe, Men he was in affliction he 
beſought the Lord his God, and humbled himſelf 
greatly before the God of. his jathers, and prayed if 


heard bis ſupplication, and brought him again. ta 
Jeruſalem, and unto his. kingdom then Ma- 
nafſeth knew that the Lord was God, ver. 17, 
And the Truth ofhis Repentance, though oc- 
caſioned firſt. by his Affliction, appeared after- 
wards by the following Reformation which 
he wrought, for he took away the flrange Gods, 
ver. 15. 1 
TH E ſecond Inſtance I ſhall give of. a 
true, though forced Repentance, 1s in that 
well known Caſe of the Prodigal Son, which 
follows my Text in this Chapter: though hz 
had waſted all his ſubſtance. with riotous living, WM, 
and was forced back to his Father's Houle | 
only by extreme Hunger and Neceſſity, yet | 
he was joyfully received by Him, for bit 
ather ran and fell on his. neck, and kiſſed him, 
ver. 20. and tbe fatted calf was killed for him; 
and when his elder Brother was angry at it, 
the good Father juſtifies his Procedure, ver. 32. 


glad, for this thy brother was dead and is alive 
again, was. loft and is found. 

AND truly it is one good Sign, that G 
is now taking Men into the Number of his 
Children, when he is fixing upon them one 
of the greateſt Badges and Characters of them; 
for therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, we are chaſlene 

| 0 
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of the Lord, that we ſhould not be condemned 
with the world ; whilſt thoſe who are reſerved 
for Deſtruction hereafter, do uſually in this 
life come into no misfortune, nor are plagued hike 
other men. For God does not afflict any wil- 
lingly, nor grieve the children of men : but as 
he is grieved himſelf for the ſuffering of his 
Children, (for ia all their affliction, ſaith the 
Prophet, he was affiified) ſo he doth not uſu- 
ally puniſh wicked Men both here and here- 
after: and therefore they who are to be pu- 
niſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction, God 
ſuffers to enjoy their portion in this life with- 
out any Diſturbance. And becauſe the Days 
of Darineſs muſt be many, therefore does he 
ſuffer the Sinner many times to die an hun- 
dred years old, that he may take his full ſwing 
of what he hath ſet his Affections upon; and 
aiter a long and proſperous Life here, with- 


out any check in his career of Wickedneſs, 
my he lets him drop down into Hell, without the, 


- leaſt, apprehenſion of Danger. So that in 
Vet chat Senſe it is true which the Poets ſay, when 


n Ou they tell us, that the Deſcent-into Hell is eaſy 

\ np and pleaſant. 

_m_ AND therefore, on the contrary, we may 
þ 


reaſonably preſume, that Tribulation and An- 
* puiſh, when it is borne with Patience and 
Reſignation to God, and when it works a2 
ſerious Reformation, will certalctiy miniſter 
o us an Entrance into everlaſting Reſt ; and 
hat the greater our Sufferings have been, the 


ore abundant and much more grateful ſhall 
dur Reſt be. Afiiction, 
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Miction, as it riſes not out of the Duff, 
dut deſcends from that God, at whoſe hands 
we receive evil as well as good; ſo neither is 
it defigned to deject us thither, but to raiſe | 
us up to God from whence itſelf comes. The 
Pains of the Crofs, as well that Croſs which we 
muſt bear ourſelyes, as that which our Saviour 
bore, do in ſome Senſe open the Kingdom | 
of Heaven to all Believers; and to ſome, as the 
Penitent Thief, the hope of Paradife is notgiven 
till their 12F Hour; and thoſe ho come in then, 
God is often pleaſed to make equal to them 
who have borne the burden and heat of the day ; 
nay oftentimes to give them more, for he 
will love much, to whom much is forgroen. 
IT is true, there are ſuch ſtubborn Natures, 
that, like Clay, are rather hardened by the 
Fire of Afflictions: ungracious Children, that 
y in the Face of their heavenly Father in 
the very Inſtant when he is correCting them; 
or, it may be, like thoſe Children under the 
Rod, who promiſe Wonders then, and pre- 
ſently after forget all. Such as theſe we have 
deſcribed, Pal. Ixxviii. 34,37. I ben he 
flew them, then they ſought him, and they re- 
turned and inquired early after God; then they 
remembered that God was their Rock, and that 
the bigh God was their Redeemer : nevertheleſs, 
they did but flatter him with their mouth, and 
lied unto him with their tongues, for their heart 
was not right with him, neither continued they 
ftedfaft in his covenant. And it is probable this 
had been the Caſe formerly of this Perſon. 


But there was an evadent difference betwixt 
the 
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he Effects of this Sickneſs upon him, and 
any others before: He had other Senti- 
ments of Things now, he told me, and act- 
ed upon quite different Principles ;” he was 
ot vext with it, as it was painful or hindred 
im from his Sins, which he would have 
alled under his Tongue all the while, and long- 
I again to be at; but he ** ſubmitted patient- 
© ly to it, accepted it at the hand of God, 
and was thankful, blefling and praiſing 
God not only in, but for his Extremities.” 
here was now no Cur/mgs, no Railings, ot 
Lepraaches to his Servants, nor thoſe about 
im, which in other Sickneſſes were their 
ſual Entertainmentz but he treated them 
with all the Meek neſs and Patience in the 
orld; begging Pardon frequently of the 
neaneſt of them but for a haſty Word, which 
he extremity of his Sickneſs, and ſharpneſs 
ff his Pain might eaſily force from him. His 
'rayers were not ſo much for Eaſe or Health, 
dr a continuance in Life; as for Grace, and 
Faith, and perfect Reſignation to the Will of 
zod. So that, I think, we may not only cha- 
itably but juſtly conclude, that his Sickneſs 
bas not the chief Ingredient, but, through 
he Grace of God, an effectual Means of a 
rue, thaugh late Repemance, | 
Secondly, AND for that I am to account in 
he next place, I mean the Time of it; and to 
ake it out to you, that though it was a 


eath-bed Repentance, and therefore full of 


Danger, and the utmoſt Hazard, yes it was 
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not wholly impoſſible to be true, nor abſo- 
lutely deſperate. | 
THAT it was hugely dangerous, and of thei 
utmoſt hazard to defer it ſo long, muſt need 
be granted by all wiſe and conſiderate Men: 
J wiſh all Men were ſo wiſe as ſeriouſly to 
confider it, and provide for it. 
For ſhould God have fnatched hin 
away in the very Act of Sin, and that, like 
Z1MRI and Cos BI, DATHAN and ABIRAM,M 
ANANIAsS and SAPPHIRA, he had gone down 
quick into Hell; yet we muſt have acknow-W 
ledged, that righteous art thau, O Lord, and 
clear when thou art judged. If God had 
taken him from the Land of the Living, either 
by ſome ſudden Acctdent, by a raging Fever, 
or by ſome ſtupid Lethargy or A * 25 , when 
be had had no time for Refiedion or Repent- 
ance; in whata dreadful Condition had his Soul 
been for ever? Or if God had vouchſafed 
him (as he did) ſome ſharp lingering Sickneſs, 
when he might have had leifore to repent 
yet what Aﬀurance was there that ſuch a Re- 
pentance would have followed? Or if it had, 
that it would have been accepted? Was i 
not more likely that he would ſtill have cried, 
with the wiſe Man's Sluggard, Yet alittle ſleep; 
a little lumber, till poverty, a diſmal. Poverty, ; 
came upon him? 
B.u T if he had reſolved at that time to- 
break off his Sins by Repentance, yet, alas 
how improper a time was that for it? It it 
not eaſ. to be preſent and. conſiſtent to out- 
ſelyes, when we are ſurrounded with diſquiet 
ing 
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ng if not ſtupifying Pains, when there is a 
eceſſary decay and dulneſs of Spirits, a ſhort 
Memory, flat and low Affections; and at the 


abſo- 


of the ame time, a more than ordinary hurry and 
needs l ſurcharge of worldly Buſineſs; a Houſe to be 
Men: Net in Order; Children to be provided for in 


heir Fortunes and Education ; Creditors to 


fly to 
/ de ſatisfied ; and all this amidſt the Cries and 


him Mournings of our neareſt Relations and 
„ like Friends about us. And certainly we muſt 
AM, hink Repentance a very eaſy Taſk, if we 


eckon ordinarily, that he that is diſabled 
now-{Wrom all!other Things elſe, ſhall yet be fit to 
and perfect and complete it. 

had Bur allowing our Thoughts to be as clear 
either yr clearer in our Sickneſs, than in our calmeſt 


down 


fever, and ſtrongeſt Seaſons, (which yet I think no 
when Man in his Wits will believe) yet after all, 
pent - Nhat Security have we that we ſhall be able 


s Soul to improve or employ it to a true Repentance ? 
ſafeſt may be, before we come to that, the mea- 
cnefs,Wure of our Iniquities is filled up already, and 
pent ; he irreverſible Sentence is gone out, though 


a Re-Mnot executed againſt us: My Patience hall 
t had, {wt always firive (d hun xarapeirn, as the LXX) 
Vas it with men. Cut it down, why cumbereth it the 
cried EH It may be curſed and devoted, 


- ſleep hough we do not fee it actually withered 
verty, and deſtroyed. — | 
| But ſuppoſing this alſo, that we are allowed 


me to farther time and means for Repentance; yet, 

alas alas! no ordinary Means will ſerve us, when 
It i we have been thus hardened by cuſtomary Sin- 
out- Ring: and I am ſure, ſhould God proceed 


ith us by the meaſure of. ſtrict Juſtice, he 


quiet 
might 


Ine 
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Might rather take from us even that which will 
-bave, than give us any extraordinary Afil 
ances which we have ſo abuſed. | 
AND after all this, if God ſhall give u 

ſuch extraordinary Aſſiſtances, whatever A 
lowances God may make, yet there is ſtill ul 
certain Security or Comfort to any dying 
Death-bed Penitent ; Charity hopeth all thing 
and believeth all things; and the Relaxations d 
the Cenſures of the Church in Abſolution o 
probable Signs of Repentance, muſt follo 
the Judgment of Charity; yet the Certain 
of the Sinner's Abſolution with God in Hen 
ven, depends only upon the inward real fin: 
cerity of his Repentance, and conſequentlf 
-upon the approving of it by his future Con 
verſation; and therefore God Almighty on 
who knows what the one is at preſent, an 
what the other will be, can be a competen 
Judge of it. And certainly, it is enough f 
ſuch a Penitent, if he be ſecured at la 
of entring into the Kingdom of Heaye 
though he has very rarely, if at all, the p 
ſent comfortable Experience and Afſuranc 
of it on a Death-bed Repentance, which ii 
deed is reſerved as the Reward of a conſtan 
virtuous and holy Life. ; 
Bur though what I haye ſaid be enough t 
* conclude a Death-bed Repentance infinite) 
hazardous, and therefore hugely unfit for an) 
wiſe Man to depend upon; yet will it not be 
ſufficient to prove it abſolutely impoſſible, N. 
ſober Man certainly would hazard his Lift 
upon the chance of a Die, when it is a thou" 


be more concerned in the Remembrance 


3 — Truth. * 


extraordinary Reſpect upon the ſcore of mint 


# 
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witneſſeth to his ſpirit, that now he was be: 
come one of the children of Gol. 

Now if the Thief upon the Croſs (an In. 
ſtance too much abuſed) was therefore accepted 
becauſe accompanied with all the Effects of 
ſincere Convert, which his Condition wal 
capable of; as Confeſſion of Chriſt in thi 
midſt of the Blaſphemies of the Phariſees, ani 
his own lewd Companions, and deſertion evenilf 
of Chriſt's Diſciples ; if his Repentance bill 
t,erefore* judged real, becauſe he ſeems tl 


* 


Chriſt's future Kingdom than his own Death 
if St PAUL was approved by the ſame mor: 
abundant Labours which he commended in thi 
Corinthians, yea, what zeal? what fear © wh 
vehement deſire? 2 Cor, vii. 11. I think 
ſhall make it appear that the Repentance d 
this Perſon was accompanied with the lik 
hopeful Symptoms: and I am fo ſenſible d 
that awful Preſence, both -of God and Man 
before whom I ſpeak, who are eaſily able tt 
diſcover my Failings, that I ſhall} not delive 
any thing, but what I know tobe a ſtrict an 


Po N my firſt Viſit to him, (May 26. 
juft at his return from his Journey out of th 
Weſt, he moſt gladly received me, ſhewed mt 


Office, „ thanked God, who had in Mer 
«ind good Providence ſent me to hi 
ce who ſo much needed my Prayers and Cou 
& ſels; and acknowledging how unwo! 


2 
8 


© 


6 thily heretofore he had treated that Ord : i 
4 «6 ( 
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« of Men, reptoaching them that they were 
© Proud, and propheſied only for Rewards; 


« but now he had learnt how to value them; 
that he eſteemed them the Servants of the 


8 be 


n In- 


PUB. moſt High God, who were to ſhew to him 
f web the Way to everlaſting Life.“ : 
= till AT" the fame time I found him labouring 


nder ſtrange Trouble and Conflicts of Mind, 
his Spirit wounded, and his Conſcience full of 
Terrors. Upon his Journey, he told me, 
© he had been arguing with greater vigour 
© againſt God and Religion, than ever he 
© had done in his life-time before, and that 
© he was refolved to run them down with 
© all the Argument and Spite in the World ;” 
hut, like the great Convert St Pau, he 
found it hard to kick againſt the pricks' For 
30d at that time had ſo ſtruck his Heart by 


S, And 
n eve 
ce | 
ms 1 
nce 0 
Death, 
> more 
in the 
wh 
hink 


** is immediate Hand, that preſently he argued 
ble dM ſtrongly for God and Virtue, as before he 
Mal ad done againſt it. That God ſtrangely 


opened his Heart, creating in his Mind moſt 
awful and tremendous Thoughts and Ideas of 
he Divine Majeſty, with a delightful Con- 
emplation of the Divine Nature and Attri- 
dutes, and of the Lovelineſs of Religion and 
irtue. I never, ſaid he, was advanced 
* thus far towards Happineſs in my Life be- 


able t 
delve! 


ict an 


ay 2b, 
of thi 


9 5 fore, though upon the Commiſſion of ſome 
Mere Sins extraordinary, I have had ſome checks 
3 in and warnings conſiderable from within, 
Cod but ſtill ſtruggled with them, and ſo wore 
anwol them off again. The moſt obſervable that I 


Orad remember was this: One day at an Atheiſti- 
- 17 n | cal 


<< cal Meeting 
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g, at a Perſon. of Quality's, | 
© undertook to manage the Cauſe, and wa 
<« the principal Diſputant againſt God and 
„ Piety, and for my Performances receive 
<< the Applauſe of the whole Company; upo 
« which my Mind was terribly ſtruck, and! 
immediately applied thus to myſelf. Goo 
« God ! that a Man that walks upright, th: 
ce ſees the wonderful Works of God, and ha 


« the uſe of his Senſes and Reaſon, ſhould uſ 


< them to the defying of his Creator! But thi 


< this was a good Beginning towards my Con 
ce verſion, to find my Conſcience touched fol 


<< my Sins, yet it went off again; nay, all m 


Life long, I had a ſecret value and rec 


< rence for an honeſt Man, and loved Mt 
« rality in others. But I had formed an oc 


„Scheme of Religion to myſelf, which woul 


<« ſolve all that God and Conſcience mig 
« force upon me; yet I was not ever well re 
„ conciled to the Buſineſs of Chriſtianity, n 
4 had that Reverence for the Goſpel of Chr 
« as I ought to have.” Which eſtate « 
Mind continued till the liiid. Chapter 
Iſaiah was read to him, (wherein there is 


lively deſcription of the Sufferings of ou 
Saviour, and the Benefits thereof) and fo 


other Portions of Scripture; by the powe 
and efficacy of which Word, aſſiſted by h 
Holy Spirit, God fo wrought upon his Hear 
that he declared that “the Myfteries of t 
&« Paſſion appeared as clear and plain to hin 
ce as ever any thing did that was repreſented i 
« a Glaſs:” So that the Joy and A 
| whi 


& 


** ** 1 — —_— — 


* 
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ty's, Wwhich poſſeſſed his Soul upon reading God's 
nd wa Word to him, was remarkable to all about him; 
d anqſand he had ſo much delight in his Teſtimo- 
:celvelnies, that in my Abſence, he begged his 
3 upo Mother and Lady to read the ſame to him 
and frequently, and was unſatisfied (notwith- 
Goofftanding his great Pains and Weakneſs) till 
it, thalihe had learned the liii®, of Is ALA without 


ind haf Rook. | 

uld u Ar the ſame time, diſcourſing of his man- 
ut thoner of Life from his Youth up, and which all 
y ConfMen knew was too much devoted to the /er- 


hed fe 
all m 
J reve 


ed Me 


an od 


vice of ſin, and that the 4% of the fleſh, of the 
e, and the pride of life, had captivated him: 
e was very large and particular in his Ac- 
nowledgments about it, more ready to accuſe 
imſelf than I or any one elſe can be: public- 


wou crying out, „O bleſſed God, can ſuch a 
mig horrid Creature as I am be accepted: by 
well 1 thee, who has denied thy Being, and con- 


ity, na temned thy Power?“ Aſking often, Can 
f Chicß there be Mercy and Pardon for me? Will 
tate God own ſuch a Wretch as I?” And in the 
pter niddle.of his Sickneſs ſaid, <* Shall the un- 
ere is ſpeakable Joys of Heaven be conferred on 
of ou me? O mighty Saviour ! never, but thro? 
nd ſorF* thine infinite Love and Satisfaction! O 
pouch never, but by the Purchaſe of thy Blood!“ 
| by Udding, that with all abhorrency he did re- 
$ HearlF* flect upon his former Life; that ſincerely, 
s of in and from his Heart, he did repent of all that 


to hig Folly and Madneſs which he had com- 

ented i. mitted,” 

1Iratiol B 2 ; | In- 
whl 
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«INDEED he had a true and lively Senſe Gr. 
God's great Mercy to him in ſtriking his hailfher 
Heart; and laying his Conſcience open, whichShra 
hitherto was deaf to all God's Calls ant deg 
Methods; ſaying, „If that God that diet 
for great as well as leſſer Sinners, did no 
* W. apply bis infinite Merits to hi 
r Soul, his wound was ſuch as no manKeyj 
26 — conceive or bear.“ Crying out,“ tha 
he was the vileſt Wretch — Dog that th 
«© Sun ſhined upon, or the Earth bore 3 thafpoo 
„ now he ſaw his Error in not living up e: 
that Reaſon which God endued him with 
„ and which he unworthily vilified and con. 
„ temned;“ wiſhed he had been a ſtarving 
„Loeper crawling i in a Ditch ;”” that he © ha 
«©. been à Link- boy or a Beggar, or for h 
hole life-time confined to a Dungeon, 1 
ether than thus to have ſinned nr lll of 
„ God! f 
How remarkable was his Faith, ina bes 
embracing and devout Confeffion of all th 
Articles of our Chriſtian Religion, and all th 
divine Myſteries of the Goſpel? ſaying, th 
that abſurd and fooliſh Philoſophy, which 
„the World fo much admired, propagate 
« bythe late Mr Hos, and others, ha, 
« undone him, and many more of the beſt Part 
in the Nation; who, without God's gre 
Mercy to them, may 1 8 I believe, atta 
ſuch a Repentance. ; 
| muſt not omit to mention his faithful-al 
herence to, and caſting himſelf entirely upo!l 


the Mercies of Jeſus Chriſt, and the fir 


(rat 
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le offGroce of God, declared to repenting Sin- 
haiers through him; with a thankful Remem- 
hickSbrance of his Life, Death, and Reſurrection; 
and begging God to flrengthen his faith, and often 
dierying out, Lord, I believe, help thou mine un- 
122 . | 
» bi 
mal 
that 
t thi 
tha 
jp tt 
with 
co 
vin 
h 
h1 


# 


CHEVY 0 | 

H 1-5 mighty love and.efteem of the Holy 
deriptures, his reſolution to read. them fre- 
quently, and meditate upon them, if God 
hould ſpare bim, having already taſted the 
good Word; for having ſpoken to his Heart, 
ze acknowledged, all the ſeeming abſur- 
dities and contradictions thereof, fancied b 
Men of corrupt and reprobate Judgments, 
were vaniſhed, and the excellency and 
beauty appeared, being come to receive 
{the Truth in the love of it.“ 

His extraordinary fervent Devotions, and 
iis own frequent Prayers, were moſt -excel- 
ent and correct; - amongſt the reſt, for the 
ing, in fuch a manner as became a dutiful 
Wubject, and a truly grateful Servant; for the 
hurch and Nation, for ſome particular Re- 
tions, and then for all Men; his calling fre- 
quently upon me at all Hours to pray with 
im, or read the Scriptures to him; and to- 
vards the End of his Sickneſs, would heartily 
Welfire “ God to pardon his Infirmities, if he 
+ ſhould not be fo wakeful and intent through 
the whole Duty as he wiſhed to be; and 
that “though the Fleſh was weak, yet the 
Spirit was willing; and hoped God would 

accept that. 5 Nein 

5 5 n A n 
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His continual invocation of God's Grac 
and holy Spirit to ſuſtain him, to keep him 
from all evil Thoughts, from all Tempta 
tions and diabolical Suggeſtions, and every bit 
thing which might be prejudicial to that veliq an 
gious Temper of Mind, which God had nowſ{ on 
ſo happily endued him withal : crying out m 
one night eſpecially, „ how terribly - the na 
« Tempter did aſſault him, by caſting uponſþnd 
him leud and wicked Imaginations: but! 
„ thank God, ſaid he, I abhor them all; 
«. by the Power of his Grace, which I a 
«ſure is ſufficient for me, I have overcom 
% them; it is the Malice of the Devil, be- 
« cauſe am reſcued from him; and the 
« (Goodneſs of God, that frees me from al 
„ my ſpiritual Enemies.” | 
His great Joy at his Lady's converſion from 
Popery to the Church of England (being, . ar 
he termed it, A Faction ſupported only by Hrauif w 
and Cruelty) which was by her done with De- 
liberation and mature Judgment; the dark 
Miſts of which having been for ſome Months 
before breaking away, were now cleared, by 
her receiving the bleſſed Sacrament with her 
dying Huſband, at the receiving of which no 
Man could expreſs more Joy and Devotion 
than he did; and having experienced the 
Word of Life, and ſeen the Salvation off 
God, in the Preparation of his Mind, he wa 
now ready to depart in Peace. 

His hearty Concern for the pious Education 
of his Children, wiſhing that his *“ Sor might 
« never be a Mit,“ that is, (as he himſelf ex. 

plained 
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7raceÞlained it) „one of thoſe wretched Crea- 
him tures, who pride themſelves in abuſing, 
1ptaſ* God and Religion, denying his Being, or 
bis Providence; but that he might become 
an honeſt and religious Man, which could 
* only be the Support and Bleſſing of his Fa- 
mily;“ complaining, what a vicious and 
naughty World they were brought into; 
nd that * no Fortunes or Honours were 
comparable to the Loye and Fayour of 
God to them :” in whoſe Name he bleſſed 
em, prayed for them, and committed them 
o his. Protection. 
His ſtrict charge to thoſe Perſons, in whoſe 
ſtody his Papers were, to burn all his pro- 
fane and leud Writings, as being only fit to 
promote Vice and Immorality, by which he 
had ſo highly - offended God, and ſhamed 
and blaſp — that holy Religion into 
auf which he had been Baptized ; and all his 
-F* obſcene and filthy Pictares, which were ſo 
notoriouſly ſcandalous.” 
hl Hs readineſs to make Reſtitution to the 
tmoſt of his Power to all Perſons, whom he 
ad injured ; and for thoſe whom. he .could 
not make a Compenſation to, he prayed. for 
od's and their Pardon, His remarkable 
uſtice in taking all. poſſible care for the Pay- 
ment of his Debts, which, before, he 2 
vaſe had not ſo fairly and effectually done. 
H1s readineſs to forgive all lojuns done a- 
onlgainſt him, ſome more particularly mentianed, 
which were great and provoking ; nay, an- 
x. Inexing thereto all the Aſſurance of a uture 
ed B 4 Friendſhip, 
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Friendſhip; and hoping be ſhould be as freely Ha 
farpiven at the Hand of God. iy 
How tender and concerned was he for, his 1 
Servants about him in his Extremities, (mani p 
feſted by the Beneficence of his Will to them) «| 
pitying their Troubles in watching with him; h 
and attending bim, treating them with Can- it 
dour and Kindneſs, As if 1 had dae his e 
Intimates 1 | u 
HO keivty were' bis Kae to b 
Kick dle to thoſe) about him, exhorting 
them to h fear: and love of God, and tf 
make a good uſe of his Forbearance and Long 
fufftrihg to Sinners, touch ſhould lead them ti 
pontunce. And here I muſt not paſs by hi 
pious and moſt paſſionate Exclamation to a 
Gentleman of ſome» Character, Who came te 
viſit” Him upon his Death-bed : © Outemnem 
ce her that you contemn God no more, he i 
„ an àvefging God, and will viſit you fo 
« yout'Sins ; te will in Mercy, I hope, touch H 
« your Conſcience ſooner or later, as he h 
ce gate mine: You and I have been Friends 
% ani Sinners together a great while, =_ 
— Fore Jam the more free with you: 
hayE been all miſtaken in our N an 
Opinions, our Perſuaſions have been falſe 
600 e groundleſs, therefore God grant yo 
Kepemance. And ſeeing him the next 
Day again, he ſaid to him, „ Perhaps ye 
ce were diſobliged by my plainneſs to you 
« Yeſterday; I ſpake the Words of Truth 
on and ren to you” and (ttriking hig 
#$ —— Hang 


* 
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eelyand upon his Breaſt) ſaid, 1 hope God 
will touch your Heart.“ 

bisl LIKE WIS E his commands to me, ** to 
aniF* preach abroad and to let all Men know (if 
em they knew jt not already) how ſeverely God 
nim, had diſciplined him for his Sins by his afflity 
an- ing Hand; that his Sufferings were molt juſt, 
hie though he had laid ten thouſand times more 
upon him; how. he had laid one ſtripe upon 
another becauſe of his grievous Provocations, 


in his former Viſitations, they had not that 
bleſſed effect he was now ſenſible of,” He 
had formerly ſome looke Thoughts and Ali ght 
Reſolutions of reforming, and deſigned to be 
derer, becauſe even thepteſent Conſequences 
of Sin were {till peſtering him, and were fo. 
' troubleſome” and incotivenient to him but 
that now he had other ſentiments of Things, 
and ated upon other Principles.“ 
His willingneſs to die if it pleaſed God, & re- 
figning himfelf always to the divine Diſpoſal; 
but if God ſhould ſpare him yet à longer 
time here, he hoped to bring Glory to the 
Name of God, in the whole courſe of bis. 
Life, and particulatly by his Endeavoùrs to 
convince others, and to aſſute them of the 
* Danger of their Condition, if they continued 
impenitent ; and how graciouſty God had 
dealt with him.“ 
H1s great Senſe of his Obligations to thoſe 
ruthÞxcellent Men, the Right Revoiend my Lord 
hig diſttop of OxroRD, and Dr MARSHALL, ſor 
[and deir charitable and frequent Viſits to him, and: 
ers with him; and Dr Buk NET, who 
Bs camo. 


till he had e to himſelf; that 8 


- 
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came on purpoſe from London to ſee him, hi. 
were all very ſerviceable to his Repentance. 0 
_ Hrs extraordinary Duty and Reverence u U 
his Mother, with all the grateful Reſpects t 1 
her imaginable, and Kindneſs to his good Lady 
beyond expreſſion, (which may well enhance 8 
ſuch a Loſs to them) and to his Children {li 
obliging them with all the endearments that ' 
good Huſband or tender Father could beſtow, 0 

To conclude theſe” Remarks, I ſhall on s 
read to you his dying Remonſtrance, ſufficient 
atteſted, and ſigned by his own Hand, as hi, 
trueſt Senſe, (which I hope may be uſeful folf 
that good End he deſigned it) in Manner an 
Form following. 


r e 344214444444 


OR the Benefit of all thoſe whom 
« P | may have drawn into Sin by my E 
« ample and Encouragement, I leave to tt 
* World this my laſt Declaration, which e 
deliver in the Preſence of the great God, wh 
<< knows the Secrets of all Hearts, and befoſf. 
« whom I am now appearing to be judged. | 
Tur from the bottom of my Soul I det 
and abhor the whole Courſe of my forms 
<< wicked Life: that I think I can never ſuffi 
<< ently admire the Goodneſs of God, who h 
4 given me a true Senſe of my pernicious OF: 
<« pinions and vile Practices, by which I ha 
<« hitherto lived without Hope, and witholf 
„God in the World; have been an op 
Enemy to Jeſus Chriſt, doing the utme 
e deſpite to the Holy Spirit of Grace. 
chat the greateſt Teſtimony of my Chari, © 


* 
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wc to ſuch is, to warn them in the Name of 
God, and as they regard the Welfare of 
{their immortal Souls, no more to deny his 
ts if Being, or bis Providence, or deſpiſe. his 

Goodneſs; no more to make a Mock at 
Sia, or contemn the pure and excellent Re- 

ligion of my ever bleſſed Redeemer, through 
hat whoſe Merits alone, I, one of the greateſt 
© of Sinners, do yet hope for Warner and N 


ow. 
on giveneſs. Amen. 
ently [Declared and Signed i in thi: Preſence of}. 


2 Racheſter. 
Nobert Parſons. 


E 
—— ＋ Lr 
AND now I cannot but mention with Joy and 
\dmiration that Ready Temper of Mind, which 


e enjoyed through the whole courſe of his Sick - 
eſs and Repentance; which muſt proceed, not 


d. Filing from the fear of Death, ot dread of Hell 
Jetehaly, but from an ingenuous love to God, and 
In uniform regard to Virtue, (ſuitable to that ſo- 
uffckemn Declaration of his, would nat commit the 


vo h Sin to gain 4 Kingdom; ) with all poſſible 


dymptoms of a laſting Perſeverance in it, if 
bad ſhould have reſtored him. Lo which may 
e added, his comfortable Perſuaſions of God's 
J n him to his Mercy, ſaying three or four 
ms before his Death, I ſhall die, but O, 
F< what unſpeakableGlories do Lſee! what Joys, 
e ond Thought or Expreſſion, am aſible 
of! I am aſſured of God's Mercy to me thro! 


« Jeſus 


A 


Nom a hurry and perturbation of Mind or Body, 


— — — — 
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<«"Teſiis Chriſt. O how do I long to die; andi! 
to be with my Saviour.“ eee 
THE time ofhis Sickneſs and Repentancewas ho 
juſt nine Weeks; in all which time he was ſo ge 
much maſter of his Reaſon, and had ſo clear an 
Underſtanding, (ſaving 30 Hours, about the 
middle of it, in which he was delirious) that he 
never dictated or ſpoke more compoſed in his 
Life: and therefore if any ſhall continue to ſay 
his Piety was the Effect of Madneſs or Vapours; 
let me tell them it is highly diſingenuous, and 
that the Aſſertion is as filly as it is wicked. And 
moreover that the force of what I have delivered 
may not be evaded by wicked Men, who ate 
reſolved to harden their Hearts, maugre all Con- 
victions, by ſaying, This Thing was done in a 
Cormr; 1 appeal, for the Truth thereof, to all 
forts of Perſons, who in conſiderable Numbers 
viſited and attended him, and more particularly 
to thoſe eminent Phyſicians who were near him, 
and converſant with him in the whole courſe of 
his tedious Sickneſs; and who, if any, are com- 
petent judges of a Phrenſy or Delirium. 
TRERE are many more excellent Things in 
Abſence, which have occaſionally dropt 
from his Mouth, that will not come within the 
narlow compaſs of a Sermon; but theſe, I hope, 
will ſufficiently prove what I produce them for. 
And if any ſhall be ſtill unſatisfied herein in this 
hard-hearted Generation, it matters not, Jet 
them at their coſt be Unbelievers ſtill, ſo long 
as this excellent Penitent enjoys the comfort 
of his Repentance. And now from all theſe ad- 
mirable Signs we have great Reaſon to belieyt 
comfortably, that his Repeatance was tea] * 
4 . by 


2 . 


and fo lon 
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is End happy; and accordingly imitate the 
ſeighbours. and Cozuns of | LUDABETH, 
ho, when they heard how the Lord had fhewn 


great Mercy 4 her, cane and re; viced with 


wr, Luke 1. 

Fon fo we 183 like the Ambaſſadors 
ofome-new Prince, to turn our Condolences 
nto Congratulations, in conformity to an hea- 
enh Example; For there is jey in beuven oven 

Simmer that repents. 

I. A joy to Gad the Father, who has ſolemnly 
worn, that he delights not in the Death r a 
inner, but rather "he he ſhould* repent and 
ve; "who would" have all men be Javed, and 
me to the knowledge of the truth. | 

II. A joy to Grd the Son, that good Shepherd; 

entioned in the Verſe before my Text, who 
ft the ninety and nite juſt Perſons ix the wits 
lerneſs, and went after that 'which was loft, till 
be had found it; and when he had found it, he 
laid it on his ſboulders rejoicing; and toben be 
umeth hame he calls together his friends and his 
nighbours-(on Heaven and Earth) ſaying unte 
them, Nejoice with me, you J have found * 
ep which was 10d. 

III. A joy to God the Holy Ghoft, after he 
had been ſo often grieved, ſo deſpitefully n 
n 


Axp, IV. A joy to the whole Coe 


Heaven, in the preſence of the Holy Angels, ver. 
10. thoſe mmiftring ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſ- 
ter to the who ſhail-be heirs of ſalvation; to 
that now at laſt, their labour is not in vain in 
the Lord, but that there isl one more Subjekt 
1 the Obedience of their and our com- 
mon 


| 
| 
| 


— 
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mon Lord, delivered from the Slavery, and 

addmitted to fill up the Vacancy of Apoſtate 

Spirits. „ 4&1 
AND as our rei, our proper and na- 


tural Citizenſhip, or Converſatian, is in Heaven; 


ſo ſhould our joys too be conformable to thoſe 
of our Fellow-citizens. And therefore, after 
the Relations and Friends of this great Perſ6n 
have paid their natural tribute of Tears to k 
near a Relation, they ſhould then turn their 
Sorrows into Joy, by the comfortable Con- 


ſideration of his being a Penitent upon Earth, 


and a Saint in Heaven. | 93 

I. Tus bis dear Mother ſhould rejoice, that 
the Son of her love and of her fears, as well 
as of her bowels, is now born again into a 
better World; adopted by his beavenly Fa- 
ther, and gone before her to take Poſſeſſion 
of an eternal Inheritance. 4 

II. His truly loving Conſort ſhould rejoice, 
that God has been ſo gracious to them both, 
as at the ſame time to give him a fight of his 
Errors in Point of Practice, and herſelf (not 
altogether without his means and endeavours) 
a ſight of hers in point of Faith. And truly, 
conſidering the great Prejudices and Dangers 
of the Roman Religion, I think I may aver, 
that there is Joy in Heaven, and ſhould be on 


Earth, for Her Converſion as well as His. 

III. His noble and moſt hopeful Iſſue ſhould 
rejoice, as their Years are capable; not that a 
dear and loving Father has left them, but that 
ſince be muſt leave them, he has left them th 
Example of a Penitent, and not of a Sinner; 
. the Bleſſing of a Saint, in recommendiny 


theo 


0 


Earl of RochkEsT ER. Eineral. 39 


hem to an All- ſufficient Father, and not en- 
tailing on them the fatal Curſe that attends 
the Poſterity of the Wicked and Impenitent. 
IV. ALL good Men ſhould rejoice, to ſee 
Ide triumphs of the Croſs in theſe latter Days, 
noſe and the Works of Divine Wiſdom and Power. 
fter And bad Men certainly, whenever they conſi- 
rſon der it, are moſt of all concerned to joy and 
>» ſoYrejoice' in it, as a condemned Malefactor is, 
heir to hear that a Fellow-criminal has got his 
on- Pardon, and that he may do fo too, if he 
rth, {ſpeedily ſue for it. . 
Axp this Joy of all will ſtill be the greater, 
that if we compare it with the Joy there is in the 
well Caſe of juſt Perſons, that need no Repentance, 
to av. that need not ſuch a ſolemn extraordinary. 
Fa- Repentance, or the whole change of Heart 
ſſion and Mind, as great Sinners do: and of this 
my Text pronounces, that there is greater joy 
dice, ¶ in heaven, over one ſuch Sinner that truly re- 
oth, penteth, than there is over ninety and nine juſt 
f his perſons that need not ſuch a repentance. And 
(not the reaſon we may conceive to be this; that 
urs) fince all Joy ariſes from Admiration and Sur- 
ruly, prize, as from ſomething that is new and un- 
gen expected ; accordingly, the Joy that proceeds 
aver, from the Repentance and new Life of a no- 
e on torious Sinner, muſt needs be greater than 
is. that which ariſes from the conſtant Piety of a 
ould good Man, which we have ſeen every Day; 
hat a as a Reſurrection from from the Dead is more 
that} remarkable than our firſt Life. Beſides that 
n the fuch” à Penitent's former Failings, are ordi- 
merz narily the occaſion of a greater and more 
dingy active Piety after wards; as our Convert — 
* neſtly 
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is more remarkable, and, where it is er 
the more effectual, to produes a fervent aiffat 2 


| Sek God in che Influance f the) Lxamp 


40 A Sermon preacved al ige 
neſtly wiſhed, That God: would be-plealet h 


<« to. ſpare dim but one Year more, that 
that he might honour bis Name proper 
e tionably to the diſhonour done to. G infet 
<« his whole Life paſt.” And we ſee St Pay 
labaured more. abundanily,tnan all the Apottie di 
in the Planting of the Church, becauſe, bm 
had raged molt furioully before in the.Deſtrucho, 
tion of it; and our Saviour himſelf tells us l 
that to whom much is. fargiven, they will Jay tt 
much, but to whom little +45 Vorgiven, they wil 
love little; and we know a- Commander wil 
love a Soldier more that redeems his forme 
cowardiſe, by doing ſome brave and darin 
Action, than him, who never bad that tain A 
upon him, but yet never atchieved any thing Þ 
temarkable A Huſbandman more rejoices ] 
the Improvement of Briars and T horns int 
an excellent Crop, from which once he h 
but little expectation, than for ſuch a Soil: 
Was remarkable. neither. for the one or 
other. N . 
Iris certainly the a indeed tl 

only: ſafe. way, to be conſtantly virtuous z, at 
be; that is wiſe indeed, that is, wiſe unte ſalt : 
dation, will — to be one of thoſe thq Re 
need no repentance; I mean that entire and t 
Whole Work of beginning anew, but wiffere 
draw out the ſame Thread through his whore 
Life, and not let the Sun go down upon anfacti 
of his Sins; but then the other Repentanq th 


12 


. 
3 


B fruittul Piety $ beſides, the greater (Glo) * 


Whis. 
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ealeFbich may probably be a farther Reaſon, of, 
at. ine exceſſive joy of Angels at the Conyetſion 
oper ſuch a Sinner; becauſe. they, who are 
oth inftter. acquainted with Human Nature than 
Aue; and knowing it apt, like the Phar! ſees, 
demand a Sign from Heaven, for the, Re- 


Imation of corrupted Cuſtoms; they. diſcern 
$0,” that ſuch deſperate \ſpiritual, Recoveries, 
il] ſeem ſo many Openings of the Heavens. 
the Deſcent of the holy Dove, viſibly to 
e Standers-by; and accerdingly will bave the 
ter influence upon them. And jt, is this, 
the laſt Place, that I am to recommend to 
that hear me this Day. 

 tainf And having thus diſcharged the Office of, 
thin Hiſtorian, in a faithful Repreſentation of 
ces qe Repentance and Conyerfion. of this great 
; jntYoner ;- give me leave now to beſpeak. you 
In Ambaſſador of Chriſt, and in his Name 
Ineſtly perſuade; you te le reconciled to Hi iar, 

d to follow: this (illuſtrious Perſon, not in 
Sins any more, but in his Sorrows for. 
m, and his forſaking them. I hope better 
Dings of you, my Brethren, than to think 
at all that now hear me, have need of ſuch 
Repentance, though all have need of ſome, 
| the beſt are moſt ſenſible of it. But if 
Fre be any in this place, or elſewhere,. who 
ve been drawn, into a complacency! of 
ctiqe of any kind of Sin from his, Example, 
thoſe. eſpecially he perſuaded t brea# off: 
ir Sins by Nepentance, by the ſame Example, 
at as he has been;for the fall, ſo he may, be 
v for the riſing again e many in Iſrael. God 
i there ele many that are wiſe 
enough 
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enough to diſcern and follow the Exampleſufl 
of Evil, but to do Good from good Example lo 
they have no Power : Such as theſe I would 
heſeech, in their cooler Seaſons, to aſk them: 
ſelves that Queſtion, hat Fruit had ye in thiſtur 
things whereof ye are now aſhamed, for the Eniſur 
of thoſe things is Death? And if any encourage 
themſelves in their Wickedneſs from this Ex- 
ample, reſolving however to enjoy the good 
Things that are preſent; 10 fill themſelves with 
cofily Mine, and to let no part of Pleaſure paſ 
by them untaſted ; ſuppoſing, with the Goſpel 
rich Man, that when one comes to them from thin 1 
Dead, when Sickneſs or old Age approaches, 
that then they will repent; let ſuch as theſe 
eonſider the dreadful hazard they run by ſuch 
pernicious Counſels. It may be (and it % 
but juſt with God it / ſhould be) that While 
they are making provi) the fleſh to full 
the lufts frm Late ink ＋— Souls. e 
Soul, thou haſt much goods laid up for mam 
years; therefore, fake thine eaſe, eat, drin 
and be merry; perhaps juſt then, at the ſame nd 
time the Hand of God may be writing uponſ{Wve 
the Walls of their Habitations that fatal Sen- n 
tence, Thou fool, this night ſhall thy Soul l. bei 
required of thee, and then whoſe ſhall all thoſe": 
things be, which thou haft provided? And what Ws « 
fad Reflections muſt ſuch a one needs make uff 
upon his own Folly, when he ſees that all no. 
that Mirth and Eaſe; which he has promiſed me 
himſelf for ſo many Years, muſt be at an end wil 
in a very few Hours ? and not only ſo, but Po. 
that Mirth turned into Howlings, and that wh 
Eafe into a bed of Flames; when the — the 
auen mu 
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ple uſt be torn away on a ſudden from the Things 
plein loved, and go where it will hate to live, and 


duldet cannot die. And were it not better for us 
lem · o embrace cordially the things whrch belong to 


tho hr everlaſting peace, before they are hid from 
Eniſhur eyes? Were it not better for us all to be 
iſe betimes, by preventing ſuch a Danger, 
han to open our Eyes, as the unhappy rich 
an did, when we are in the Place of Forment? 
Bx perſuaded then with humble, penitent, 
nd obedient Hearts, to go out of your ſinful 
zſpdiſſclves, and meet the bleſſed Feſus, who is now 
1 thin the Way, and comes to us in the Perſon 

nd in the Bowels of a Saviour, woving us to 


heſeſÞccept thoſe eaſy Conditions of Pardon and 
ſuch{eace offered in his Holy Goſpel; rather than 
it Way til! he become our Adverſary and our 
hill ud ge too, when he will deliver us over to the 


wmentors,” till we huve paid the utmoſt farthing, 
e. to all eternity: when thoſe who have 
ide a Mock at Sin all their Lives, and 
aughed at the pretended Cheats of Religion 
and its Prieſts, ſhall find themſelves at laſt 
he greateſt Fools, and the moſt ſadly cheated 
in the World; for God will then laugh at 
heir calamity, and rock when their fear cometh ; 
ben it cometh as deſolation, and their defirution 
1 4 whirlwind, And ſince they would not 
jake ſuffer his Mercy to rejoice over his Juſtice, 
all Hnor cauſe any joy in Heaven, as the Text 
iſel mentions, in their Converſion; his Juſtice 
end will certainly rejoice over his Mercy, and cauſe 
but oy in Heaven, (as it did àt the fall of Babylon, 
hat which would not be cured, Rev. xix. I.) at 
oul their Confuſion. And O that there were 
ul ſuch 


* 
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ſuch: a Heart. in them, that they would: confd 
ſider this betimes, that in the midſt of theiſo 
carnal Jollities, they would but vouchſafe t 
regard what may happen hereafter, and-wha 
will certainly be the End of theſe. Thing 
For however the Fruits of Sin may ſeem ple 
ant to the gye, and to be deſiræd, to make u 
ſcem wiſe and witty to the World; yet alas 
they are all but empty and unſatis factory 
ptelent, and leave a mortal Sting behind them 
and hittærneſi in the latter ond ; like the Bool 
St Joan. cat, - Rev. x. 10. which in his mou 
as faveet as baney, but as ſoon as he bad eaten if 
bis belly. was, bitter. And though God ſhoulF' 
pleaſe at Jaſt to bring Men back, in their ol 
age: from their ſinful, Courſes, by a way 
weeping, to. pluck them as,;firebrands out 
everlafling. burnings'; yet if Men conſider haſſent 
rare and difficult a Thing it is to be born agaiſvig 
when ans is old, how many pangs and violence 
to Nature there muſt needs be, to put off t 
habits and inclinations to old Sins; as difficullF 
(faith the Prophet) af for' the Leopard to chan 
his. ſpots, or the Etbiopiun his ſein; and: the 
when that is done, what Scars and Weakneſſe 
even a Cure muſt leave behind; I ſay, he th 
duly conſiders this, will:think it better to ſeu 
his, Salvation, and all: his -preſent true Com 
farts. hy preſerving his Innocency, or alleviaty 
ing his Work by a daily Repentance for leſſe 
Failings, than to ventpre upon one ſing 
chance of a Death- bed Repentance; which 
no more to be depended upon, for the pet 
formance or acceptance, than it can encouraę 
any Man not to labaur, becauſe: ELIAS 


te 
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con by Ravens, or the aner, with Manna 
theidom Heaven. 

afe i Ix then there be any ( though ales chil wy 
whaſjot be aſked) that have made the greatneſs of 

ungebeit Wit, or Birth, or Fortune, Inſtruments 

pl iniguity to iniguity; let them now convert 
te mſhem, in their oon Converſion, to that original 


alas oble uſe for which God intended them, viz. 
ry io be [n/?ruments'of +7 ghteouſneſs unto holineſs. 

then To theſe eſpecially that are thus great, not 
Boolſnly God, but this great Perſon alſo, by my 
moutWlouth, bring lead yet | ſpeaketh ; for às St 


ten iA L ſeemed more eſpecially concerned for 
nous Brethren. and Kinſmen according to the 
ir o leſh; and even the rich Man in Hell, though 
Kiciently diſtracted by his own Sufferings, 
et ſeems hugely defirous that one might be 
nt from the Dead to his Brethren, that he 
hight te/tify unto them, left they/alſo come into 
af place of torment : fo this illuſtrious Con- 
ert, after God had opened his Eyes to fee 
is Follies, was more eſpecially deſirous of the 
alvation of thoſe that were his Brethren, 
Whovgh not in the Fleſh, yet in the greatneſs 
f their Quality, and of their Sins; paſſionately 
viſning, that all ſuch, were not only almoſt, but 
together ſuch as he now was, ſaving his bodily 

Alictions; and of great force, methinks, 
iatYſhould the Admonitions of a dying Friend be. 
he ingenious MrcnAEL DE MoNTAIGNE 
reckons hin the beſt Phyſician, who himſelf 
Mas had the Diſeaſe which he pretends to 
pericure3/ and behold, a greater than he ſays to 

st PRT ER, I ben hom art converted » flrengthen 
waffft'y Naben; 3 Which aſſures us, that they which 

- themſelves 


46 Sermon preached'at tbe 


themſelves have been in a Condition to nee Thu 
a remarkable Converſion, are not incapabſpore 
thereby, but obliged, and the better qualifie \bil 
for ſuch. a charitable Work. 0 20 

Now. theſe eſpecially I would beſeech, lar 
the Miniſter of Chriſt, and as ſuch, .thougyrea 
we are reviled we bleſs, though we are defameore 
we intreat, to ſuffer the word of exhortation; th Pi 
they would not terminate their Eyes upon th{"4n 
outward Pomp and Pageantry that attendgion 
them, as the vulgar Jets did upon their Rita he 
and Ceremonies ; but (as the wiſer [/raeltaſÞou! 
who eſteemed thoſe glittering formalities as tMerf 
Types and Images of heavenly Things) 
quickened by them to the ambition of origin 
Honours, and future Glory. How much we 
it to be wiſhed, that ſuch Perſons eſpecial 
would be followers of God and Goodneſ 
ſince, whether they will or no, Men will! 
followers of them; all of them, according t 
their reſpectiye Magnitudes, like Stars, calt 
ing a good or bad influence upon their Inf 
riors; and not only ſo, but oftentimes upo 
their Superiors too; as the corrupt Blood i 
the Feet, in the Courſe of its Circulation 


after ſome time, paſſes upwards into the Heal 
Iris true, an eminent Station is liable Moo. 
ſeveral mifchiefs, from which a mean Conditionſ-Þ! 
is free; but the God of order, who has madgt {| 
Dignity in Place, and Affluence of Riches ne © 
ceſſary to the World, has proportioned his Sup*"! 
ports; and if the incitements to Sin do abou he 
unto the rich and noble, the Grace of God, ga 
they are careful to improve it, will much mii! - 
0 


bound, both to God's glory, and their own 
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nee Thus if the Temptations of great Perſons be 
zpablſÞpore, and greater than thoſe of Inferiors ; their 
alifeÞ\bilities and Underſtandings are ordinarily 
-  Freater too: and if they lie more open to the 
faults of the Devil, they have generally 
reater Sagacity to foreſee the Danger, and 
nore powerful Aſſiſtances to go through it. Nor 
Piety inconſiſtent with Greatneſs, any more 
han it is with Policy, but is the beſt Founda- 
ion and Security both to the one and the other. 
ite he breeding of Moss at Court, without 
elitaÞoubt, contributed much even to his religious 
as thPerformances, at leaſt ſo far, as to make them 
) More uſeful and exemplary to others: but then 
iginÞe was ſincerely virtuous all the while, as well 
werS#hilſt reputedtheSon of PHAR aon's Daughter, 
s JETHRo's Son-in-law. The Prophet 
$AIAH was Nephew to a King, and bred, as 

ill N ſuppoſed in the Court; whence we may ob- 
ng ere, his Stile is more majeſtic than the other 
Prophets ; as that of the great Doctor of the 
entiles, who was bred at the Feet of GAMA- 

IEL, is than the other Apoſtles; God making 

od e of the natural Tempers and Educations of 
ion Men, to be aſſiſting to ſupernatural Purpoſes. 
Wr find Chriſtians in CEsAR's Houſhold, as 

e Moon as any where elſe in Rome; and when 
itioÞ-briſtianity had once gained ConsTANTINE, 
nadt ſpread itielf farther over the Empire in a few 
5 ne ears, than before it had done in ſome Cen- 
SupSuries : as Waters running downwards ſpread 
ounhemſelves freer, than when forced upwards 
4, Mgainſt Nature. Since then ſo much good or 
iſchief depends upon illuſtrious Examples, will 

wut not better become Men to draw the Multi- 
2 tude 


— 


- Days are in her right hand, and in her left hat 


' where there ſhall be no more Sin, nor Sick 


we ſhall reſt from all our Labours, and ol 


48 , Sernion"preciched, &c. 
tude after them to Heaven by their Piet 
than by infectious Guilt to be at the head o 
miſerabſe Company of the Damned? 

Ir is this Piety, a timely and exemplat 
Fiery; that will perpetvate to Men of Bin 
and Fortune their Honours, and their Eſtat 
too; as well by deriving on them the Bleſhy 
of God, who is the true Fountain of Honpy 
as by creating an awe and a reverence | 
them from alf orders of Men, even to mag 
Generations; a reverence which will be fre 
and laſting, when all the Trophies of W 
and Gaiety ate laid in the Duſt. It is thi 
Piety that will be the guide of their Youll 
and the comfort of their Age; for length 


- riches anũ honour, It is this, and this on! 
that ean make all outward Bleſſings coi 
en and indeed Bleſſings to us, by mal 

them the ſteps and means of attaining fl 
never Riding Honours and incomprehenhibl 
Glories of that Kingdom which is above 


neſs, nor Pains, nor Tears, nor Death, 


Works ſhall follow*us. 


UnTo which, God. of his infinite. Men 
bring us, for the Merits and for the Mad 
tion / Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour; to wht 
with the Father and Holy Spirit, let 
aſcribe all Praiſe and mee now 4 


+ ever. Amen. 
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